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Dear Readers,
At the very first Centennial meetingl

in North America that I am aware of, on
Balarama's Appearance Day in New
Dwaraka in 1991, there was anistagosthi
calledbyLokanathMaharajato see what
the devotees thought about having a big
Srila Prabhupada celebration. The devo-
tees wanted to glorify Srila Prabhupada,
but they also wanted to know what would
happen after the Centennial was over.
Wouldthings in ISKCON change for the
better? Would they feel more a part of
the society?

Lokanath Maharaja, a transcenden-
tal optimist, said that with whatever
energ:y that we got from the Centennial
year, we would just carry it further.
Well, actually to some degree that has
happened. There were many things that
were successful about the Centennial.
One of the areas that Lokanath Maha-
raja and others called into action was
Project Unity, an endeavor to bringback
as many devotees as possible who had
gone through the temple ashrama sys-
tem and left during the 60s, 70s, and
80s-to show them that they had a place
in the Hare Krishna Movement, or in
ISKCON.

As the Centennial year drew nearer,
despite Lokanath Swami's personal de-
sire, as well as other members of his
team, to emphasize social issues, the
ISKCON leadership placed the main em-
phasis on building memorials and hav-
ing events, which were very nice. I don't
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