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Dear Readers,
It seems that our last issue, which

addregsed child abuge in ISKCON, really
gtruck a nerve. Since then, there have
been a number of phone calls and letters
on the topic. We hope and pray that the
discussions brought about will promote
healing and progress for all individuals
and ISKCON institutions affectedby the
abuse ofchildren.

As is happening in North America,
open and honest communication is prov-
ing to be a good start to the processes of
healing, learning, and prevention. Tbuth.
fulness is imperative, as is courage. Sr
please take heart and have faith that wr
can and are going in the right direction
and will never, ever again allow an envi-
ronment conducive to the mistreatment
ofour young devotees.

If you live in a part ofthe world where
child abuse is taking place but is not yet
being exposed and rectified, it is your
duty to Krishna to seek help. At the end
of this letter, we'll give you an address to
contact for e:rpert guidance. It is prob-
ably a good idea to first seek support and
information about how to handle the
sitriation, especially ifyou live in a,coun-
try that does not offer legal assistance or
social services. Childabuse in mostcoun-
tries is a crime and legal authorities
muet be contacted. Sometimes there can
be heavy repercussiong, and you want to
be effective without also becoming a vic-
tim
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