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T0 :  A l  l  Devo tees  o f  ISKCON Ph i  l  ade l  ph ' i a

RE:  Women and  Men  Chan t ing  Japa ' i n  t he  Temp ' l e  Room dq r ing  Japa  pe r iod

Dear  Prabhus,

P l e a s e  a c c e p i  m y  h u m b i e  o b e i s a n c e s .  A l 1  g l o r i e s  t o  S r i l a  P r a b h u p a d a .

I  w o u l d  l ' i k e  t o  p r o p o s e  t h a t  a n ' i n r p o r t a n t  p o l i c y  s e t  b y  S r i l a  P r a b h u -
p a d a ,  b u t  i g n o r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  t e n  y e a r s ,  b e  r e e s t a b l i s h e d .  T h i s  p o l i c y
s ta tes  tha t  women,  no t  jus t  men,  a re  to  chant  in  the  temple  room dur ing
j a p a  p e r i o d .

The wr i t ing  o f  th is  p roposa l  has  been prompted by  severa l  fac to rs .
The most  immedia te  reason is  tha t  w in te r  i s  encroach ing  and women devotees
h a v e  n o  w a r m ,  s p i r i t u a l l y  i n v l t i n g  a r e a  i n  w h i c h  t o  c h a n t .  H o w e v e r ,  t h i s
proposa l  ' i s  no t  mere ly  a  p lea  to  a l lev ia te  phys ' i ca l  hardsh ' ip  fo r  the  women,
a l t h o u g h  t h a t  i s  i m p o r t a n t ; ' i t ' i s  a l s o  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  a d d r e s s  s o m e  o f  t h e
under ly ing  ph i losoph ica l  m isconcept ions  and dev ia t ions  tha t  have cont r ibu ted
to  the  ex is t ing  d ' i sc r im ina tory  p rac t ices  towards  women wi th in  iSKCON,
p o l i c i e s  l ' i k e  t h a t  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  j a p a  i s s u e  t h a t  a r e  c o n t r a r y  t o
Prabhupada'  s teach' i  ngs .  Obvi  ous1y, anyl l f lempt to f  u1 1y ana' lyze these
issues ' in  so  shor t  a  pape l is  bound to  be  cursory ;  there fore ,  th ' i s  paper
( l i k e  P r a n a d a  a n d  S a u d a m a n i  P r a b h u s ' l e t t e r  o f  l a s t  w i n t e r ) ' i s  o f f e r e i
as  a  p re l  ude to  i  nv i te  open and pr inc ' ip1ed d i  scuss i  on .

I  s incere ly  hope tha t  th is  paper  w i l l  no t  be  miscons t rued as  promot ing
a mundane war  be tween the  sexes  or  as  an  indu lgence in  the  reac t ive  and
dua l is t i c  tendency  o f  "one-ups-mansh ip ; "  my earnes t  in ten t  here  is  to
t1y  to  unders tand,  express  and ac t  upon what ' i s  ph i losoph ica l ' l y  cor rec t .
A l s o ,  i t  c a n  b e e n  s e e n  t h a t  w h a t ' i s  b e s t  f o r  o u r  s p i r i t u a l  l i v e s ' i n d i v i d u a l ' l y
w i 1 1 ,  i n  t u r n ,  r e a p  t h e  b e s t  r e s u l t s  f o r  u s  c o l l e c t ' i v e l y  - -  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l
and co l lec t i ve  work  in  tandem.  I f  as  a  g roup we can beg in  work ing  w ' i th
the  same unders tand ing  o f  what  i t  means to  be  members  o f  a  Va jsnava communi ty- -  o f  what  i t  means in  p rac t ice  fo r  everyone to  be  a f fo rded equa l  sp i r i tua l  

-

oppor tun i ty  - -  and iT  we can-6eg in  work ing  together  ra ther  than a t  lhe
expense o f  one another ,  then we w i l l  have a  chance o f  over tu rn inq  the
heavy  ons iaught  o f  ignorance as  ka l i  yuga progresses .  Wi thout  th is  shared
understanding and mutual  respect l  ouFff i t j r  is  necessar i ' ly  d iv ided, our
s t rength  d imin ished,  and our  po ten t ia l  fo r  casua l ' i t ies  much grea ter .  As
Prabhupada s t ressed over  and over  aga in ,  cen t ra l  to  our  p reach ing  success
i s  c o o p e r a t i o n .

Vaisnavism: A Tradi t ion of  Spir i tual  Enfranchisement
The cur ren t  po l i cy  tha t  ex is ts  - -  o f  hav ' ing  men chant  in  the  temple

room and women outside --  is  one that has evolved through the years as
the only acceptab' le pract ice,  but  i t  nq!  9 pot ' icy that  Prabhupada approved
of  .  In  fac t ,  he  adamant ly  opposed i t .  Ph ' i ' l osoph ica l  t y ,  there  are  reasons
why Prabhupada opposed excluding women in th ' is  way. In essence, such sectar-
i  ani  sm i  s i  n contrad' i  st ' inct i  on to the spi  r i tual  t rad' i t i  on of  Vai  snavi  sm.
Throughout the history of  the Krsna consciousness movement,  we have been
taught  by  guru ,  sas t ra  and sadhu tha t  our  t rad i t ' i on  i s  one o f  en f ranch isement
(of  a l lowing-eveffone-the rTgh' t - to take part) ,  not  of  

'h ' ierarchical  
except ion-

a l ' i sm as  has  been h is to r ica l l y  charac ter ized  by  impersona l is t  t rad i t ions .



- ? -

In  the  fo re f ron t  o f  the  ba t t le  aga ins t  the  d isenf ranch ' i sement  po l i c ' ies
prac t iced  by  the ' impersona l is ts  was Lord  Ca i tanya.  He propounded a  commun ' is t i c
mode l  o f  sp i r i tua l  p rac t ice ,  lay ing  the  groundwork  fo r  a  fu tu re ,  wor ldwide
movement  wh ich ' i s  to  have a t  the  core  o f  i t s  ph i losophy the  prac t ice  o f
nond iscr im ina t ion .  Th ' i s  v ' i s ion  o f  equa l i t y  i s  expressed in  the  7 th  chapter
of  the la ' i lanya-car i tamrta,  

' in the sect i  on descr i  b ' ing the merci fu l  preachi  ng
act iv i t f f i tva:

pa t rapat ra -v icara  nah i ,  nah i  s thanas thana

" In  d is t r ibu t ing  love  o f  Godhead,  Ca ' i tanya Mahaprabhu and H is  assoc ' ia tes
d id  no t  cons ider  who was a  f i t  cand ida te  and who was no t ,  nor  where  such
d i s t t i b u t i o n  s h o u l d  o r  s h o u l d  n o t  t a k e  p ' l a c e .  T h e y  m a d e  n o  c o n d i t i o n s .
Wherever they got the opportun' i ty the members of  the Panca-tat tva distr ibuted
I o v e  o f  G o d h e a d . "  [ C c .  A d i  2 . 7 . 2 3 )

Because Lord Ca j  tanya'  s preachi  ng mi ss ' ion was uncondi  t ' i  onal  1y mot i  vated,
he  was c r i t ' i c i zed  by  the  Mayavad is . fo r  s lumming - -  fo r  p reach ing  to  and
conver t ing  the  mlecchas  and yavanas.  Yet  by  mak ing  grea t  devotees  ou t
of  such 

' low1y persons, Lord CaiTanya rendered moot the pract ice of  spir i tual
b iases  based on  ex terna l  phys ica l  make-up.  Sp ' i r i tua l  par i t y  i s  such an' impor tan t  aspec t  o f  Va isnav ism tha t  th ree  tex ts  la te r  Prabhupada underscores
t h e  s a m e  p o i n t  a g a i n :

Here  aga in  i t  may be  emphas ' i zed  tha t  a l though jea lous  rasca ls
protest  that  Europeans and Americans cannot be given the sacred
thread or  sannyasa,  there  is  no  need even to  cons ider  whether  one
is  a  gent le rn-dn  or  a  rogue because th is  i s  a  sp i r i tua l  movement  wh ich
is  no t  concerned w i th  the  ex terna l  body  o f  sk in  and bones.  Because
i t  is  being proper ' ly  conducted under the gu' idance of  the Panca-tat tva,
s t r i c t l y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  r e g u l a t i v e  p r i n c i p l e s ,  i t  h a s  n o t h i n g  t o
do w i th  ex terna l  ' imped iments .  [Cc .  Ad i  2 .7 .26)

.  Sr i la Prabhupada's Instruct ions

Sr i la  Prabhupada t r ied  to  impar t  to  us  th is  mood o f  en f ranch isement , *
by a1 l  owi ng everyone, regardl  ess of  one'  s bodi  1y des' ignat ' ion,  the opportuni  ty
to  per fo rm any  serv ice  wh ich  wou ld  fu l l y  engage a  person 's  p ropens i t ' i es
and therebyEst enable that  person to advance in Krsna consc' iousness.
Th is  ins is tence on  inc lus iveness  ex tended to  a l low ing  everyone the  pr iv ' i1ege
to  chant  in  the  temp ' le  room - -  the  most  sp i r i tua l i y  ausp ic ious  room - -
d u r i n g  j a p a  p e r i o d .

Now, however,  many years later,  many senior devotees have forgotten,
and younger  devotees  are  un fam' i l ja r  w i th ,  Prabhupada 's  unequ ivoca l  and
uncompromis ' ing  ins t ruc t ions  ' in  th is  mat te r .  To  reaqua ' in t  us  w ' i th  what
Prabhupada wanted, the fo l lowing quote f rom a let ter  Prabhupada wrote
to  Ekayan ' i  das ' i  in  1972 is  g iven  be low.  Th is  le t te r  was  wr i t ten  in  response
to a decis ion by author i t ies at  the New York temple to exclude women from
the temple  room dur ing  japa per iod :

*Sr i la  Prabhupada d iscusses  the  un for tunate  h is to r ica l  consequences  o f . *
sp i r i tua l  d ' i sen f ranch isement  o f  the  sudras  by" the  brahmanas in  Ind ia  in
"The Supreme Destination is for EVERYONfTRone 5/f6TT4TlTdr a transcript
o f  th is  d iscuss ion ,  see  Append ix  a t tached.
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.  I  do  no t  know why these th ' ings  invent ions  are  go ing  on .  That
is  our  on ly  bus iness ,  to ' invent  someth ing  new programme? l^ le  have
a l ready  go t  our  Va isnava s tandard .  That  i s  su f f i c ien t  fo r  Madhvacarya ,
Ramanu jacarya , ' i t  was  su f f i c ' ien t  fo r  Lord  Cha ' i tanya,  s ix  Gosvamis ,
fo r  Bhak t iv inode Thakur ,  fo r  my Guru  Mahara ja  Bhakt is iddhanta  Sarasvat i ,
f o r  m e ,  f o r  a l l  b i g ,  b i g  s a i n t s  a n d  a c a r y a s  i n  o u r  l i n e - - w h y  i t
sha l l  be  inadequate  fo r  my d isc ip ies  so  they  must  manufac ture  someth ing?
That  i s  no t  poss ib ie .  Who has  in t roduced these th ings ,  tha t  women
cannot  have chant ing  japa in  the  temple ,  they  cannot  per fo rm the
ara t ' i  and  so  many th ing-?  That  i s  no t  poss ib le .  Who has  in t roduced
these th ings ,  tha t  women cannot  have chant ing  I f  they  become ag i ta ted ,
then le t  the  brahmacar is  go  to  the  fo res t ,  I  have never in t roduced
these th ings .  The brahmacar is  cannot  rema ' in  ' in  the  presence o f  women' i n  t h e  t e m p l e ,  t h e n  t h e y  m u s t  g o  t o  t h e  f o r e s t ,  n o t  r e m a ' i n i n g ' i n
New York C' i ty,  because in New York there are so many women, so how
they  can avo id  see ing? Best  th ing  is  to  go  to  the  fo res t  fo r  no t
see ing  any  women,  i f  they  become so  eas i l y  ag i ta ted ,  bu t  then no
one w i l l  e j ther  see them and how our  p reach ing  work  w i '11  go  on?
(Let te r  to  Ekayan i  das i ,  December  3 ,  1972)

Taking the "Direct"  Meaning of  Prabhupada's Instruct ions
An o f ten-used argument  to  avo id  adher ing  to  these ins t ruc t ions  ' i s

tha t  chant ing  in  the  presence o f  the  oppos ' i te  sex  is  d is t rac t ing .  The
ra t iona le  o f ten  used to  jus t i f y  th ' i s  pos i t ' i on  i s  tha t  "we are  no t  on  a
very  e leva ted  p la t fo rm. "  Th is  l ine  o f  reason ing ,  however ,  has  po ten t ia l l y
dangerous  ram' i f i ca t ' ions ; ' i t  can  be  used as  a  bas is  fo r  mod i fy ing  any  one
o f  S r i l a  P r a b h u p a d a ' s  ' i n s t r u c t ' i o n s .  I t  i s  a k i n  t o  w h a t  S r i l a  B h a k t i s i d d h a n t a
Sarasvat i  Thakur  descr ibes  in  the  Ca ' i tanya-car i tamr ta  as  aksana-vr t t i .
Ak s an a-vrtt i me an s " i nd i rect me an'irei on eilTn--FriEFEnce
6_h'-ow Fh'e-Mayavadi s gi ve di storted i nterpretat' ions of the Vedi c I i terature.
ins tead o f  accept ing  Krsna 's  ins t ruc t ' ions  in  a  s ' imp ' le ,  s t ra igh t fo rward
way,  they  9 !  to  g rea t  leng ths  to  c rea te  a l l . sor ts  o f  convo lu ted ,  mis lead ing
mental  puzzles in an at tempt to just i fy their  interpretat ' ions of  the scr ip:
tures

But  Sr i la  Prabhupada caut ' ions  us  aga ins t  the  dangers  o f  th is  menta l
j uggl ary :

The Ved ic  l i te ra tu re  i s  to  be  cons idered a  source  o f  rea l  know-
l e d g e ,  b u t  i f  o n e  d o e s  n o t  t a k e  i t  a s  i t ' i s ,  o n e  w ' i l l  b e  m i s l e d .
For  example ,  Bhagavad-g i ta  i s  an  impor tan t  Ved ic  l ' i te ra tu re  wh ich
has been taugT'FTor rnany years,  but  because' i t  was commented upon
by unscrupu' lous rascal  s,  peop' le der i  ved no benef i  t  f  rom i  t ,  and
no one came to  the  conc lus ' ion  o f  Krsna consc iousness .  S ince  the
purpose o f  Bhagavad-g ' i ta  i s  now be ing  presented  as ' i t  i s ,  however ,
within four-TFTiTd-Sffit years thousands of people all over the.
wor ld have become Krsna conscious. That ' is  the di f ference between
d i rec t  and ind i rec t  exp lanat ions  o f  Ved ic  l i te ra tu re .  There fore
Sri  Ca' i tanya Mahaprabhu said,  mukhya-vrt tye sei  ar tha parama mahattva:
to  ins t ruc t  Ved ic  l i te ra tu re  a
fa lse  commentary ,  ' i s  g lo r ious .  Unfor tunate ly ,  Sr i  Sankaraca iya ,
by the order of  the Supreme Personal i ty of  Godhead, compromiied
between a the ism and the ism' in  o rder  to  cheat  the  a the is ts  and br ing
them to  the ism,  and to  do  so  he  gave up  the  d i rec t  method o f  Ved ic
knowledge and t r ied  to  p resent  a  mean ing  wh jch  is  ind i rec t .  [Cc .
2 . 7 . 1 1 0 1
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S imi la r ly ,  we must  learn  to  hear  and ac t  on  the  ins t ruc t ' ions  o f  guru ,
sastra and sadhu exact ly as they are presented --  as mukhya-vrt t ' i  *  w' i thout
qu-aTiT' icat ' ion TF mani pu1 at ion.  To concoct one'  s own meani ng-1s ref  erred
to  by  Prabhupada as  be ing  "over ly  in te11 igent . "  There fore"  i f  Sr i la  Prabhupada
says both women and men should chant in the temple roorn,  then women and
men shou ld  chant  in  the  temple  room.  And i f  someone ' i s  too  ag i ta ted  to
do so ,  then the  ins t ruc t ion  fo r  tha t  i s  a lso  there .

Changing O*ne's.  Consciousness Is A l ract ical  Act iv i ty

One more poi  nt  needs to be made about the bel  i  ef  that  "we are not
ye t  e leva ted  enough to  chant  in  the  same room wi th  the  oppos i te  sex . "
Inherent  in  th is  l ine  o f  reason ing  is  a  fundamenta l  m isconcept ion  o f  how
change o f  consc iousness  ac tua l l y  occurs .  Essent ia l l y ,  the  methodo logy
e m p l o y e d  h e r e  i s  a  n o n d i a l e c t i c a l  f o r m  o f  r e i f i c a t i o n .  I t  s a y s  ( l i k e  t h e
consc iousness- ra is ' ing  groups  tha t  began in  the  

. |960 's )  
tha t  consc iousness

precedes prac t ice :  "Le t  me f i rs t  unders tand who I  am and then la te r  I ' l l
c h a n g e  t h i n g s .  A s  o p p o s e d  t o :  " L e t  m e  b e g i n  c h a n g i n g  t h i n g s  s o  i  c a n  b e g i n
t o  f i n d  o u t  w h o  I  a m . "  I n  e f f e c t ,  r e i f i c a t i o n ' i s  a  f o r m  o f  p s y c h o ' l o g i c a l
a l i e n a t i o n  b e c a u s e  i t  t a k e s  a  f e a t u r e  o f  o n e ' s  t h i n k i n g  a n d  i m p o s e s - i t
u p o n  r e a l i t y ,  r e i f y i n g  i t  a s  t h e  t r u t h .

But  th is ' i s  no t  how rea l ' i t y  works !  Prabhupada taught  us  tha t  by
prac t ice  we can learn  to  do  any th ing .  Jus t  as  learn ing  to  chant  unof fen-
s ive ly  resu l ts  f rom a  concer ted  e f fo r t  to  do  jus t  tha t ,  so  does  learn ing
to  concent ra te  one 's  mind  and no t  be  d ' i s t rac ted  by  those around us  comes
f r o m  p r a c t i c e . O n e  l e a r n s  t o  b e c o m e  r e s p e c t f u l  o f  a l l  l i v ' i n g  e n t i t i e s
by engaging in the act iv ' i ty  of  honor ing them, not by wa' i t ' ing for  the day
when one 's  consc iousness  becomes more  e leva ted .

Th is  p rocess  o f  chang ' ing  one 's  consc iousness  is  descr ibed in  the
Bhagavad-g i ta  [ . |2 . . |2 ]  as  abhyasa-yogena,  wh ich  means "by  the  prac t ice
oT-ffitlb-naT serv'ice." B/To"[10ffin'g-Th'e ru]es and regulat'ions under the
gu idance o f  a  sp i r i tua l  master ,  we rev ive  what 's  a l ready  there  a l l  a long
- -  our  dormant  love  fo r  Krsna.  In  a  c lass  on  th is  tex t ,  Rav indra  Svarupa
Prabhu expl  a i  ns th i  s ' intr i  nsi  c nature of  rea' l  i  ty :  "The process of  abhyasa-
yogena is  the  rev iva l  o f  what 's  a l ready  there .  I t ' s  no t  pu t t ing  so f r f f iTng
in ,  o r  impor t ing  someth ing  in to  our  psyche.  I t ' s  c lear ing  away- the  garba le
so  i t  can  be  reawakened.  I t ' s  no t  f i r s t  tha t  i  revere  Krsna and then bow
down, but rather that  I  bow down and then learn to revere Him by bowing
down. l . l ' i  I  I ' i  am James sa' id,  '  I t '  s  not  that  we f  eel  af  ra i  d and then start-
to  run ,  bu t  tha t  we s ta r t  to  run  and then fee l  a f ra id . '  I t ' s  p rac t ica l
o r  p ragmat ic .

"What we do i  s we go through the form of the th i  ng,  and then our
fee l ings  f i1 ' l  tha t  fo rm.  By  engag ' ing  in  th is  p rac t ice ,  the  senses
ac tua l ' l y  become pur i f ied .  I t ' s  the  educat ion  o f  the  senses  in  Krsna consc ious-
n e s s ,  a n d  s o m e h o w  i t ' i n v o l v e s  u s  a s  a  w h o l e  p e r s o n  - -  m i n d ,  s e n s e s ,  i n t e l l i -
gence.  That ' s  the  way i t  works . ,

.  . "P luQlupada used the  examp' le  a lso ,  a l though i t  may sound s t range,
that in india where marr iages are arranged, a young gir l  may not have
seen or  met  her  husband,  bu t  the  prac t ice  is  tha t  she  beg ins  to  serve
h im - -  cook  the  food and th ings  l i ke  tha t ,  and by  tha t  p rac t ice  ac tua l
fee l ings  o f . love  and a t tachment  a r ise .  I f  you  go  th rough these prac t ices ,
then i t  evokes  the  fee l ings  and rea l ' i za t ions . "
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S imi la r ly ,  i f  we hope to  r i se  above the  dua l is ' i sm o f  see ' ing  one
another  as  male  or  female ,  and to  beg in  to  re la te  to  one another  as  Va isnavas ,
then we must  be  on  the  c lear ing  p la t fo rm;  we must  p rac t ice  re la t ing  to
one another in that  way. Prabhupada gave us The Morning Program (his prec' ise,
p rac t ' i ca1  mean ing  o f  abhyasa-yogena) ,  and he  to ld  us  tha t " i f  we fo l low
this program r ig id ly 

-we 
wlTt-  not-Tal l  into maya. Let us take heed of

the words " fo l low r ig ' id1y."  Fai thful ly at tenf f in 'g The l r lorn ' ing Program consists
o f  manga la  a ra t i ,  japa  per iod ,  g ree t ing  the  De i t ies ,  guru-pu ja  and Sr imad
BhagvataffiTasS. kcording to Prabhupada's ' instructi6n-51-ThF-japa segnrent
o1-our program is faui ty:  i t  is  a "new programme" tainted by "rnan[factured
invent ' ion . "  I f  women are  no t  chant ' ing  in  the  temple  room dur ing  japa per iod ,
then we have not yet  understood the meaning of  abhyasa-yogena.

Other Relevant Considerat ions

Al though Prabhupada 's  ins t ruc t ions  a lone are  su f f i c ' ien t  reason fo r
res tor ing  h is  fo rmer  p rogram,  there  are  a lso  prac t ' i ca1 ,  mora l  and preach ing
cons idera t ions  tha t  shou ld  be  ment ioned.  They  are :

( l )  Dur ing  most  o f  the  year ,  and espec ' ia11y  dur ing  the  w in te r  months ,
there  is  no  adequate  space ' in  wh ich  the  women can chant .  Th is  

' lack  
o f  fac i f  i t y

is  to  the ' i r  sp i r i tua l  de t r iment .  I t  fo rces  them to  d isperse  to  the i r  rooms
for  warmth .  By  no t  be ' ing  ab le  to  chant  in  the  assoc ia t ion  o f  o ther  devotees ,
women are  depr ived  o f  tha t  co l lec t i ve  s t rength  wh ich  Prabhupada so  s t rong ly
recommended.  A lone in  the ' i r  rooms,  women have a  tendency  e i ther  to  fa l l
as leep or  to  chant  w i th  less  a t ten t ion .  Thus ,  women become more  suscept ib le
prey to maya.

( 2 )  T h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  a  s o c i e t y  i s  c ' i v i l i z e d  c a n  b e  j u d g e  b y  h o w  i t
t rea ts  i t s  women and ch i ld ren .  As  a  soc ie ty  whose ph i losophy s t rong ly  s ta tes
that women are to be protected, and that Va' isnava women in part ' icular are to
be related to wi th respect --  as devotees of  Krsna, not as objects of  lust
o r  d i s d a i n  - -  i t  i s  v i t a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  o u r  d a i ' l y  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  o r g a n i z a -
t ' i  onal  pol  i  c ' i  es ref  I  ect  our phi  l  osophy. The t i  t l  e "mother" must become more
than mere ly  a  token appe l la t ion .  0 therw ise ,  those whom we are  t ry ing  to  p reach
to  w i  I  I  (and many,  in  fac t ,  do)  v ' iew us  as  hypocr i t i ca l  .

Therefore,  protect ' ion must be understood and tang' ib1y appf ied on a
spi  r i  tua' l  as wel  I  as a mater i  a l  I  evel  .  Spi  r i  tual  

' ly ,  ' i t  shoul  d be ' insi  sted
tha t  women,  as  the  more  "vu lnerab le"  sex ,  u t i I i ze  the  devot ' iona l  seren i ty
(and secur i ty )  o f  the  temple  room dur ing  japa per iod  so  as  to  op t ima l ly
augment their  spir i tual  growth.  By v iewingrcne another as Gods' ister and God-
bro ther ,  a  pos i t i ve  a t t i tude  is  cu l t i va ted ,  no t  a .nega l ive  one tha t  v iews
women or men-as-ETrces of  d istract ' ion or temptat io i .  TfTs prec' isely th is
negat ' iv i ty towards women --  th is tendency to relate on a mater ia l  p lat form --
tha t  Prabhupada fo rce fu l l y  counters  ' in  h ' i s  le t te r .  .

Mater ia l l y ,  women 's  we l l -be ' ing  a lso  shou ld  be  cons idered.  i t  i s  on ' l y
courteous that they be given at  least  m' in imal phys' ica1 condi t ions for  perform-
ing  sadhana-bhak t i .  A lso ,  f rom the  vantage o f .p reach ' ing ,  l t  re f lec ts  poor ly
on ouF-org-anf7atiTn when guests see men stay in the warm temple room, while
women remove themselves to the cold foyer.  I t  v io lates even bas' ic Hestern
ru les  o f  e t iquet te .

(3) The coming and going of  devotees through the foyer area dur ing japa
per iod creates a disrupt ive and unser ious atmosphere. Devotees --  both men-
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and women --  tend to have conversat ' ions in th ' is  area, thereby hampering
o n e ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  a n d  t a k e  o n e ' s  o w n  i a p a  s e r i o u s l y .

(4 )  There  are  temples  th roughout  the  movement  w[ere- fo r  years  men
and women have chanted  in  the  temp ' le  room together , .separa ted  on ly  by
d iv ' iders  o r  ba lcon ies  (bu t  no t  sound bar r ie rs ) .  i  have been to ld  tha t  in
Miami and Vancouver,  women and men chant together wi thout any physical
d i v i d e r s ,  c o n f i n i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  o p p o s i t e  s ' i d e s  o f  t h e  t e m p l e  r o o m . O n e
devotee from Vancouver to ld me that "be' ing distracted" was s ' imp1y not an
' i ssue,  and she was genu ' ine ly  surpr ised  to  f ind  ou t  tha t  her  temple  was an
except i  on .  Perhaps ' i  n the beg' inn' ing of  i  nst i  tut i  ng th i  s change, there mi ght
be  a  he jgh tened sense o f  "o therness"  s ince  such a  to -do  has  been maCe about
i t ,  bu t  the  fac t  i s  tha t  men and women chant  in  the  company o f  one another
i n  m a n y  o t h e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  - -  r i d i n g  i n  t h e  s a m e  c a r  t o g e t h e r , ' i n  t h e
temple  room a t  o ther  t imes o f  the  day ,  and a t  fes t i va ls  - -  ye t  no  one pro-
t e s t s  i n  t h e s e  s i t u a t i o n s .

Concl  usi  on

Th is  p roposed reenactment  o f  Prabhupada 's  des i res  shou ld  no t  be  seen
as a  " tak ' ing  away f rom the  men, "  bu t  ra ther  as  the  oppor tun ' i t y  to  quaf  i ta t i ve ly
boos t  the  sp ' i r i tua l  s t rength  o f  our  communi ty .  By  ins is t ing  tha t  we s t r i c t l y
and respec t fu l l y  re ' la te  to  one another  as  Godbro ther  and Gods is te r ,  and r igor -
ous ly  rou t  ou t  the  d iseased tendency  to  re la te  on  a  less  p la t fo rm,  no t  on ly
w ' i l l  women be g ' i ven  grea ter  oppor tun ' i t y  to  deve lop  the i r  fu l les t  sp i r i tua l
po ten t ia l ,  bu t  the  overa l l  sp ' i r i tua l  c l imate  and a t t rac t i veness  o f  the  Krsna
consc iousness  movement  - -  fo r  bo th  men and women ' in  and ou ts ' ide  the  movement  - -
w ' i  I  I  be  enhanced.  As  a l  ways  ,  our ind i  v ' idua l  and co l  I  ec t ' i ve  sp i  r i  tua l  success
l i e s ' i n  p ' l e a s i n g  o u r  s p i r i t u a l  m a s t e r .  T h e r e f o r e ,  l e t  u s  e n s u r e  o u r  f u t u r e
success  by  own ' ing  up  to  our  pas t  mis takes  and rec t i f y ing  a  longs tand ' ing  er ro r .

Your  servant ,

Manasa  Ganga  das i

I  n  consu l  t a t ' i on  w i  t h  :
P ranada  das i
Sasva ta  Pavana  das i
Suc i  das i



Appendix

Sr i l a  P rabhupada :  "The  Supreme Des t i -na t j -on  i s  f o r  EVERYONE. "
R o m e  5 / 2 6 / 7 4  [ E x c e r p t ]

Sr i la  Prabhupada:  In  the beginning,  we db , ro t  .= i .  anybody
to  become in i t i a ted  o r  a  b rahmana .  No .  We s imp ly  ask  the  pe rson
to  j o in  the  chan t i ng .  Th i s - - l= -ou r  p rocess .  We shou ld  s t r i - t l y
fo I l ow  th i s  p rocess .  I n  t he  beg inn ing r  w€  shou ld  no t  ask  tha t
you  do  th i s  and  do  tha t .  I t  i s  no t  poss ib le .  Bu t  eve r l rone
shou ld  be  g i ven  chance .  Because  i n  the  Ka l i - yuga ,  t he re  i s
no  re fo rma to ry  sys tem.  Eve rybody  i s  bo rn  sud ra ,  and  l ess  than
tha t ,  cand .a la .  So ,  t h i s  has  been  neg lec ted -a IEo .  I t ' s  no t
tha t  becEuse  a l l  peop le  have  fa l l en ,  t hey  a re  l ess  than  sud ra
and  canda la ,  l e t  me  chan t  Hare  K rsna .  No .  Th i s  i s  no t .  Tne
du ty *6 f -VE fsnava  i s  t o  rec la im  the  fa11en  sou ls .  Jus t  l i ke
i t  i s  s a i d  j - n  t h e  B h a g a v a d - g i t a  1 9  . 3 2 1 z

mam hi  par tha vyapasr i tya

ye 'p i  syuh papa-yonayah

s t r i yo  va i syas  ta tha  sud ras

te  rp i  yan t i  pa ram ga t im

Krsna says,  "Anyone who can come to l t4y shel ter ,  never  mind
i f  he  i s  t he  l owes t  o f  t he  l owes t  l owborn .  S t r i yo  va i syas
tatha.  He may even be women,  and the mercant i l@
and  sud ra .  They  a re  a l so  cons ide red  as  papa-yon i .  Papa-yon i
means whose bra in is  not  very developed.  rmeE-fs  pepa- f f i f . .

The supreme dest inat ion,  back to  Godhead,  back ToTornd
is  fo r  eve ryone .  I t  i s  no t  t ha t  j us t  God ,  God  means  fo r  eve ryone .
God  does  no t  say ,  "On ly  the  b rahmana  c lass  o f  men  p lease  come
here .  O the rs  a re  (? ) . "  No ,  nd -TE-Gans  eve ryone ,  even  the
lowest  of  lowest ,  the lowborn - -  papa-yonayah - -  women,  sudra,
or  va isyar  oE everyone.  Krsna says that  everyone has got  Ehe
potent ia l  o f  coming to  Me,  of  go ing back to  home,  back to
Godhead .  Then  one  to  se rve  K rsna .  Who  then  makes  them qua l i f i ed
to  go  back  home,  back  to  Godhead .  Tha t  i s  Va isnava ,  t hose
who  a re  ac tua l l y  ve ry  s ince re  se rvan ts  o f  K rsna .  I t  i s  t he i r
duty .  Krsna says that  everyone j -s  competent  to  come to Me
i f  he  i s  f o l l ow ing  the  ru les  and  regu la t i ons .  Vyapas r i t ya .
What  is  the meaning of  vyapasr i tya? 

- -

Answer :  Pa r t i cu la r l y  t ak ing  she l te r .

S r i l a  P rabhupada :  Yes ,  pa r t i cu la r l y .  One  shou ld  be  w i l l i ng
to go back to  home,  back to  Godhead and take shel ter  par t lcu lar ly
o r  H is  rep resen t i ve .  Such  pe rson  can  be  e leva ted .  Bu t  un fo r tu -
nate ly  in  Ind ia,  a l though=t ,he Bhagavad-g i ta  is  there they
neg lec t  i t -  The  so -ca l l ed  b rahmanas  and  so -ca I l ed  goswamis ,
they neglected this procesil f f i-Tj-ke in rndia, thEMffiefredans
who  c la im  to  be  pa r t i san ,  Pak i s tan  and  H indus tan .  The re  a re
a number of  Mohamedans,  they protested that  Ind ia is  go ing
to be independent  but  we do not  wish to  par t ic ipate wi th  the
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H indus .  We mus t  be  separa te .  Why?  Because  they  have  go t  a
bad  exper ience  tha t  t he  H indus  d id  no t  t rea t  t hem ve ry  we l1 .

Even  sud ra  i n  sou th  Ind ia ,  i t  was  the  p roce"ss ,  so  bad
process ,  i fTFe  sud ra  i s  wa lk ing  on  the  s t ree t  he  has  to  c ry r
' I  am a  sud ra  pasETng  on  the  s t ree t .  P lease  c lose  you r  doo r . "
The brahmanas would c lose the i r  doors so they would not  even
see E suEra then everyth ing wi l l  be spoi led
gra ins*Eid everyth ing-  They were c losed.  Now, the real i ty
i n  sou th  tnd ia ,  t he  commun is t s .  Commun is t s  mean  the  so -ca11ed
low c fass  peop le ,  t he  sud ras  and  canda las  a re  now in  a  ma jo r i t y .
They formed the governfrEEElon priEETlTEl as soon as some
brahmana  comes  fo r  gove rnmen t  se rv i ce  he  w i l l  be  re jec ted .

So the brahmanas are now h id ing themselves because they
canno t  ge t  a i yJ6 l -T f r i s  i s  f oo l i sh .  Th i s  neg l i gence  i s  no t
Vedic  cu l ture because they neglected.  These Mohamedans grown
in Ind ia,  they were not  impor ted f rom Afghanis tan or  Turkey
or  any Mohamedan country .  They were lnd ians.  But  they were
no t  g i ven  any  fac i l i t y  f o r  sp i r i t ua l  cu l t u re .  The  b rahmanas
monopol ized i t .  A l though they would not  do anyth inQ.-ThEy
were a l l  degraded by the s tate,  they woul -d keep these sudras
and  canda las  down t rodden .

T h e r e f o r e ,  w h e n  A u r a n g z e b  p a s s e d  a  1 a w ,  J i J a y a  t a x .  " J i J a y a
tax"  means a l l  the  non-Mohamedans wou ld  be  taxed now.  These
l o w - c l a s s  p e o p l e  w e r e  s o  n e g l e c t e d ,  t h e y  t h o u g h t  i t  w a s
natura l  "Why shou ld  we pay  th is  tax?  We are  no  very  much
w e l l * t r e a t e d  b y  t h e  H i n d u s .  S o  w h a t  i s  t h e  u s e  o f  r e m a i n i n g
H i n d u  a n d  p a y  t h e  t a x ? "  S o  w h o l e s a l e  t h i s  n e g l e c t e d  c l a s s
o f  man became Mohamedan.

T h i s  i s  t h i s  h i s t o r y .  O t h e r w i s e ,  t h i s  M o h a m e d a n  d i d  n o t
come f rom the  Mohamedan count r ies .  In  th is  wdy,  a  Mohamedan
communi ty  was fo rmed gradua l - Iy  and th is  Br i t i sh  government
t o o k  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h i s  i 1 1 - f e e l i n g  b e t w e e n  H i n d u  a n d  M o h e m a d a n s .
A n y w a y ,  t h j - s  i s  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s .  B e c a u s e  t h e y
are  no t  g iven  .  our  po in t  i s  tha t  Krsna says  everyone
shourd  be  g iven chance how to  come back  home,  how to  approach
K r s n a .

S o  w h o ' s  d u t y  i t  j - s ?  I t  i s  t h e  d u t y  o f  K r s n a r s  s e r v a n t .
J u s t  l i k e  P r a h l a d a  M a h a r a j a .  P r a h l a d a  l r { a h a r a j a  s a i d ,  " I n [ y  L o r d ,
I  do  no t  w ish  to  go  back  to  home,  back  to  Godhead,  a lone.
r  w a n t  t o  t a k e  a r I  o f  t h e m  w h o  a r e  g o d l e s s ,  o r  n o t  d e v o t e e s .
I  want  to  take  them.  "


